
    
Town of Chester        telephone: 860-526-0013  
203 Middlesex Avenue        facsimile:  860-526-0004  
Chester Connecticut 06412       web page: chesterct.org 
           
 

 
Chester Charter Commission  

Meeting Minutes  
 

Charter Drafting Workshop Session 
August 2, 2023 6:30 PM 

Location: Chester Town Office Meeting Room 
 

PLEASE NOTE Charter Drafting Workshop Sessions – (1) the public is invited and encouraged to attend 
these sessions in-person (remote access will not be available); (2) check posted meeting agendas to confirm 

start time for each meeting; and (3) recordings will not be provided. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
The 8/2/23 Charter Drafting Session was called to order at 6:30 PM by Richard Strauss, Chairmen, 
Chester Charter Commission. In attendance included: Commission members; Lol Fearon, Mark 
Borton, Ian McLachlan, Richard Strauss, and Brian Dailey. Absent was Pat Holloway, and Jesse 
Gnazzo, There were no audience members in attendance.  
 
DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT ARTICLES 
 
NOTE: The attached document is a working draft that was used by the Commission during this meeting. 
Revisions made that came as a result of this meeting will be reflected in future drafts.  
 
 
The commission reviewed the initial draft of Article 6. Please see attached. 
 
The Commission continued to develop the definitions section of Article 1. Please see attached. 
 
There was discussion regarding a proposed article regarding inter-governmental relations. 
 
The Commission discussed Articles 2 and 3. Please see attached. 
 
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
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CHESTER TOWN CHARTER 

ARTICLE 1  

INCORPORATION AND GENERAL POWERS 
 

Section 1.1: Incorporation  

All the inhabitants dwelling within the territorial limits of the Town of Chester, as heretofore constituted 
shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under the name of “The Town of Chester”, hereinafter 
called “the Town”, and as such shall have perpetual succession and may hold and exercise all powers 
and privileges heretofore exercised by said Town and not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Charter, the additional powers and privileges herein conferred, and all powers and privileges conferred 
upon towns under the Constitution of the State of Connecticut (the “Constitution”) and the General 
Statutes of the State of Connecticut (the “General Statutes”). 

 

Section 1.2: Rights and Obligations  

All property, both real and personal, all rights of action and rights of every description and all securities 
and liens in said Town as of the effective date of this Charter are continued. The Town shall continue to 
be liable for its debts and obligations. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect the rights of the Town 
to collect any assessment, charge, debt or lien. If any contract has been entered into by the Town prior 
to the effective date of this Charter, or any bond or undertaking has been given by or in favor of the 
Town, which contains provisions that the same may be enforced by any office or agency therein named 
which is hereby abolished or superseded by the creation herein of a new commission, board, agency or 
office to which are granted similar powers and jurisdiction, such contracts, bonds or undertakings shall 
continue in full force and effect. The powers conferred and the duties imposed with reference to the 
same upon any office or agency, shall, except as otherwise provided in this Charter, hereinafter be 
exercised and discharged by the Board of Selectmenof said Town. 

 

Section 1.3: General Grant of Powers  

In addition to all powers granted to towns under the Constitutionand General Statutes, the Town shall 
have all powers specifically granted by this Charter and all powers fairly implied in or incident to the 
powers expressly granted and all other powers incident to the management of the property,government 
and affairs of the Town, including the power to enter into contracts with the United States or any 
federal agency, the State of Connecticut or any political subdivision thereof for services and the use of 
facilities, the exercise of which is not expressly forbidden by the Constitution and the General 
Statutes.The enumeration of particular powers in this and any other article of this Charter shall not be 
construed as limiting this general grant of power to the Town but shall be considered as an addition 
thereto. 

 



Section 1.4: Legislative Bodies  

The legislative bodies of the Town shall be the Town Meeting and the Board of Selectmen, as authorized 
by Section 7-193(a)(1) of the General Statutes, as each of such bodies has heretofore been constituted. 
The Town Meeting and the Board of Selectmen, respectively, shall have such legislative powers as are 
expressly conferred by this Charter and as are allowed by the General Statutes. The legislative powers of 
the Town Meeting shall include, but are not limited to, those powers set forth in Article 3 of this Charter. 
The legislative powers of the Board of Selectmen shall include, but are not limited to, the powers set 
forth in Article 4 of this Charter. 

 

Section 1.5: Definitions  

As used in this Charter:  

a) Agency means any elective or appointive Town board, commission, officer, or committee of the 
Town. 

b) Annual Town Budget includes a budget with appropriate line items for all town agencies and annual 
town expenditures known of the Board of Selectmen’s Budget, the Chester Board of Education 
Budget and the Region 4 Board of Education Budget.  

c) Appropriation means an authorization granted by a Town Meeting or the Board of Selectmen to 
expend Town funds and to incur obligations for specific governmental purpose in accordance with 
Section 9.11 of Article 9 of this Charter.  

d) Supplemental Appropriation shall mean an appropriation that is in addition to the total amount of 
the budget at any given point in time. It is not a transfer within or between departments; 

e) Department shall mean a unit of administration for budgetary purposes. There need not be a 
director of a department;  

f) General Statutes means the General Statutes, Revised to January 1, 20235, as the same 
may be amended or supplemented from time to time.  

g) Elector means any person possessing the qualifications described by Article 6 (of the 
Qualifications of Electors) of the Constitution and applicable General Statutes and duly 
admitted to, and entitled to exercise, the privileges of an elector in the Town. any citizen of 
the United States who has attained the age of 18 years and who is a bona-fide resident of 
the Town as approved by the Registrar of Voters or Town Clerk, as defined in Section 9-12 
of the General Statutes. 

h) First Selectman 

h)i) Holiday has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 1-4 (Days designated as legal holidays) of 
the General Statutes.  

i)j) Voter means any person eligible to vote at a Town Meeting in accordance with the eligibility 
requirements of Section 7-6 (Eligibility to vote)any Elector of the Town or any person liable 
to the Town for taxes assessed on property of $1,000 or more on the last grand list of the 
Town, provided that person has attained the age of 18 and is a citizen of the United States, 
as defined in Section 7-6 of the General Statutes.  
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the legislative authority, this language works 
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ARTICLE 10 

TRANSITION AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 

Section 10.1 Existing Laws and Ordinances  

All General Statutes in their application to the Town and all ordinances, by-laws, rules, and regulations 
of the Town and of its Agencies shall continue in effect, as the same may be amended from time to time, 
except as they are inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter. All Special Acts of the Connecticut 
General Assembly or parts of any such Special Acts of the Connecticut General Assembly relating to the 
Town not inconsistent with this Charter shall continue in effect.  

 

Section 10.2 Rules of Construction and Saving Clause  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

a) This Charter is intended to avail, make use of, and exercise the full home rule powers of the Town 
under General Statutes Sections 7-187 through 7-201, inclusive, and any other Statute now in effect 
or hereafter enacted and any other home rule powers thereof under the Constitution, under the 
common law, or otherwise.  

b) No provision of this Charter shall be construed as intended to conflict with, or be inconsistent with, 
the Constitution or any General Statute, which as a matter of law preempts such provision, but in all 
cases each provision of this Charter be construed, to the maximum extent possible, as an assertion 
of the Town's full power and authority to prescribe its organic law for the administration of its local 
affairs. 

c) If any provision of this Charter shall be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
holding shall not affect the remainder of this Charter nor the application of the balance of the 
Charter in the context in which such provision so held invalid may appear, except to the extent that 
an entire Section of any Article of this Charter may be inseparably connected in meaning and effect 
with the provision to which such holding shall directly apply, in which case the entire Section will be 
deemed invalid. 

 

Section 10.3 Amendment of Charter 

This Charter may be amended in the manner prescribed by the General Statutes. The Board of 
Selectmen shall review the provisions of this Charter from time to time as it deems such review to be in 
the best interest of the Town, said review to be published as part of the annual Town report; and as the 
Board of Selectmen may determine, appoint a commission to review, and propose amendment to or 
revision of this charter in the manner prescribed by the General Statutes. 

 



Section 10.4 Transfer of Powers 

The powers which are conferred and the duties which are imposed upon any Town agency by the 
General Statutes or any Town ordinance or Town Meeting or Board of Selectmen resolution, in force at 
the time this Charter shall take effect, if such agency is abolished by this Charter, shall be thereafter 
exercised, and discharged by the agency upon which are imposed corresponding or like functions, 
powers and duties under the provisions of this Charter. All agencies abolished by the Charter, whether 
elective or appointive shall continue in the performance of their duties until provisions shall have been 
made for the discontinuance of such agencies and the performance of their duties by other agencies 
created under the Charter and until the Board of Selectmen shall have notified the members of such 
agencies which are abolished by the Charter that their successors have qualified. 

 

Section 10.5 Effective Date  

The effective date of this Charter shall be at noon on December 1, 2024January 1, 2025. 
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CHESTER TOWN CHARTER 

ARTICLE 2 

TOWN MEETING 

Section 2.1: Legislative Power  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia: 

The legislative powers of the Town, to the extent specified in this Article, shall be vested in the 
Town Meeting.  

Section 2.2:Members of the Town Meeting 

SUGGESTED 

From Bethany: 

Members of the Town Meeting shall bequalified votersVoters electors of the Town, and all others 
entitled to vote at Town Meeting pursuant to the General Statutes. 

Section 2.3: Annual, Budget, and Special Meetings  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

The Annual Town Meeting as required under Section 7-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes 
shall be held at the call of the Board of Selectmen at least once during each uniform fiscal year 
(July 1 through June 30) for consideration of such business as the Board of Selectmen shall state 
in the call of the meeting.  

The Annual Budget Meeting as required under Section 7-388 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes shall be held annually between the second Tuesday of May and the first Tuesday of 
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June. Said date to be set by the Board of Selectmen. Action at the Annual Budget Meeting shall 
be restricted to those activities specified in Section 9.8 of Article 9 of this Charter.  

Special Town Meetings shall be called by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to the terms of this 
Charter and the Connecticut General Statutes.  

Upon an affirmative vote of those qualified votersVoters present and voting, any Town Meeting 
may be adjourned to a specific day and time.  

Section 2.4:Organization and Procedure  

SUGGESTED 

From Bethany &Columbia 

(a) The First Selectman or his representative shall call the Town Meeting to order and the first 
action of the Town Meeting shall be to choose a Moderator. All business shall be conducted 
using standard parliamentary practice and as provided by Chapter 90 of the General 
Statutes.  

(b) The Clerk of the Town Meeting shall be the Town Clerk; if absent, the Town Clerk's 
designated representative, and if there be no designated representative, an electora 
qualified voterVoter selected by the Town Meeting for such purpose.  

(c) The regular written minutes of the Town Meeting shall be taken by the Clerk and recorded 
in the Town Meeting Record Book, posted on the Town website, and as otherwise required 
by the General Statutes.  

(d) Action of all Town Meetings shall be by majority of qualified voters Voters present and 
voting pursuant to Section 7.6 of the General Statutes as amended.  

(e) The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the conduct of all Town Meetings. 

Section 2.5 When Action by Town Meeting Required  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

A Town Meeting shall be required for approval of any of the following:  

(a) the Annual Town Budget;  

(b) except as otherwise provided in Article 3, Section 3.3(b)(3) of this Charter, any 
appropriation, ORor an authorization for issuance of bonds, notes, or other borrowing not 
to exceed $500,000;  

(c) the sale, lease, or other transfer of an interest in real estate of the Town, used or reserved 
for Town purposes, exclusive of licenses or permits for use or occupancy of Town real 
property for up to 180 days which may be granted pursuant to procedures endorsed by the 
Board of Selectmen or the Town Administratorpursuant to Articles 3 and 5 of this Charter, 
except when Subsection (e) of this Section may also be applicable;  

(d) the acquisition of real estate or interests in real estate, including but not limited to 
easements, development rights and rights-of-way, for Town purposes including, but not 
limited to, purchase, lease, gift, or bequest, but exclusive of conservation easements, 
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drainage easements, access easements and other interests in real estate which may be 
obtained by the Town pursuant to the zoning and subdivision regulations of the Town, as 
duly enacted and amended from time to time;  

(e) any contract or agreement by the Board of Selectmen for services to or use of Town 
property by or with the United States, any Federal agency, the State of Connecticut, or any 
political subdivision thereof, except as provided in Sections 3.3 and 3.6 of Article 3 of this 
Charter; and  

(f) any matter the Board of Selectmen deems of sufficient importance.  

Section 2.6 Appropriation or Other Action Requiring Referendum  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

A referendum shall be required in the following instances:  

(a) after being recommended by the Board of Selectmen and after reasonable discussion at a 
Town Meeting, any appropriation OR any authorization for the issuance of bonds, notes, or 
other borrowing of more than $500,000 with the exception of tax anticipation notes, shall 
be subject to referendum as follows: after other business has been completed, the 
moderator shall adjourn the Town Meeting to reconvene not less than seven (7) days nor 
more than fourteen (14) days thereafter, but that no referendum shall be held on a Monday 
or a day following a holiday, and such appropriation or authorization shall be submitted to 
the qualified voters for a "yes" or "no" vote utilizing a voting technology or methodology 
approved by the Connecticut Secretary of State for use in an election, as defined in Section 
9-1(d) of the Connecticut General Statutes, between the hours of noon and 8 p.m., unless 
the Town Meeting sets a longer period in accordance with the Connecticut General 
Statutes. The wording of each proposition to be voted upon shall be provided by the Town 
Clerk following any directions given by the applicable Town Meeting. After the polls are 
closed, the moderator shall cause the votes to be counted and the appropriation or 
authorization shall, if approved by a majority of those voting thereon, be deemed adopted 
by the Town Meeting.  

(b) any matter, except the Annual Town Budget, on the call of a Town Meeting may, at the 
discretion of the Board of Selectmen, be submitted to a vote utilizing a voting technology or 
methodology approved by the Connecticut Secretary of State for use in an election in the 
same manner as set forth in Section 2.6(a) of this Charter.  

(c) any other action that may properly be brought before a Town Meeting wherein a petition is 
filed, including the Annual Budget, when done in accordance with Section 7-7 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes.  

Section 2.7 Petition for Overrule of Action of Board of Selectmen  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

All ordinances, resolutions or other action taken by vote of the Board of Selectmen, except 
those making appointments or removals or regulating exclusively its internal procedure, and 
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except emergency ordinances adopted in accordance with the provisions of Section 3.6 of 
Article 3 of this Charter, shall be subject to overrule by a Special Town Meeting as follows:  

 

(a) If within twenty (20) days after the publication of any such ordinance or the making of such 
resolution or the taking of such vote, a petition conforming to the requirements of Section 
7-9 and 7-9a of the Connecticut General Statutes and signed by not less than 5% of the 
qualified votersVoters is filed with the Town Clerk requesting its reference to a Special 
Town Meeting, the effective date of such ordinance, resolution or action shall be 
suspended; 

(b) The Town Clerk shall determine whether said petition is sufficient as prescribed by law, shall 
keep cumulative count of the number of signatures filed with each page of said petition and 
shall within five (5) days after receipt of the page of the petition bringing the number of 
valid signatures included in the petition to 5% shall so certify to the Board of Selectmen. If 
within five (5) days of the expiration of the above-referenced twenty (20) day period, the 
Town Clerk determines that the proper number of valid signatures has not been obtained, 
the Town Clerk shall so certify to the Board of Selectmen and any applicable ordinance shall 
become effective after it is republished by the Board of Selectmen in accordance with 
Section 3.5 of Article 3 of this Charter on a new effective date selected by the Board of 
Selectmen, and any such resolution or vote shall be deemed effective as of the initial date 
of passage, unless the Board of Selectmen determines otherwise;  

(c) If the Town Clerk certifies that the petition meets all applicable legal requirements, the 
Board of Selectmen shall fix the time and place of such Special Town Meeting, which shall 
be within twenty-one days (21) after such certification;  

(d) notice thereof shall be given in the manner provided by law for the calling of a Special Town 
Meeting; and  

(e) an ordinance, resolution, or action so referred shall take effect upon the conclusion of such 
meeting or at such later date as originally specified by the Board of Selectmen unless at 
least fifty (50) qualified votersVoters constituting a majority of those present and voting 
thereon, shall have voted in favor of overruling.  

Section 2.8 Petition for Special Town Meeting for Enactment of Ordinances or Other Action  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

Not less than 5% of the qualified votersVoters may, at any time, petition over their personal 
signature for the enactment of any proposed ordinance or other action by filing such petition, 
including the complete text of such ordinance, or proposed other action not inconsistent with 
this Charter or applicable law, with the Town Clerk, except when Sections 2.5, 2.6 and 2.7of this 
Article are applicable. The Town Clerk shall determine whether said petition is sufficient as 
prescribed by law, shall keep cumulative count of the number of signatures filed with each page 
of said petition and shall within five (5) days after receipt of the page of the petition bringing 
the number of valid signatures included in the petition to 5% shall so certify to the Board of 
Selectmen; no signatures submitted more than 30 days after the submission of the first page of 
the petition shall be counted by the Town Clerk as described herein. If upon such 30th day the 
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petition remains insufficient, it shall have no force or effect and the Town Clerk shall so notify 
the Board of Selectmen.  

 

Any such proposed ordinance or other action shall be examined by Town Counsel before being 
submitted to a Special Town Meeting. The Town Counsel is authorized to modify the form of 
such ordinance or other action for the purpose of avoiding repetition, illegalities, and 
unconstitutional provisions, and to assure accuracy in its text and references and clearness and 
preciseness in its phraseology, but not to change materially its meaning and effect. The Town 
Counsel may also declare that such ordinance or other action would be unlawful.  

The Board of Selectmen shall call a Special Town Meeting, to be held not more than twenty-one 
(21) days from the date of the Town Clerk’s certification, unless prior to such meeting such 
ordinance shall have been enacted or such action taken by the Board of Selectmen, or the Town 
Counsel has ruled that any such ordinance or action would be unlawful.  

The call for such Special Town Meeting shall state the proposed ordinance or other action in full 
and shall provide for a “yes” or “no” vote as to its enactment.  

By a majority vote of at least fifty (50) Voters constituting a majority of those present and 
voting thereon, shall have voted in favorthose qualified voters present and voting, provided 
that there is a quorum of at least 50 qualified voters in attendance, such ordinance or other 
action shall pass and shall become effective on the tenth (10th) day thereafter, unless 
publication is required, in which event, the Board of Selectmen shall promptly provide for such 
publication and for the ordinance or action to take effect on the twenty-first day thereafter in 
accordance with Section 3.5(b) and (c) of Article 3 of this Charter.  

  

Comment [RS1]: REVIEW LANGUAGE 
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ARTICLE 3 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Section 3.1 Number of Selectmen  

Suggested: From Columbia 

There shall be a Board of Selectmen consisting of the First Selectman and four sixadditional members 
each of whom shall be known as a Selectman. No more than four members of such Board shall be 
members of the same political party.  

Section 3.2 Term of Office  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia and (b) below new 

(a) Each Selectman shall serve for a term of four years with elections of three and two positions 
occurring respectively every successive election, so that there will be an element of continuity in 
Board membership, except as provided for implementation of this Charter for transition to four-year 
and staggered terms for the Board in accordance with Section 3.2 (b)A vacancy occurring in the 
office of First Selectman or Selectman shall be filled in the manner prescribed in Section 9-222 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes. 

(b) In the first municipal election following the effective date of this Charter, the five seven 
memberBoard of Selectmen election shall include the election of the First Selectmen and two 
threeSelectmen each for four-year terms, and two threeSelectmen each for initial two-year terms in 
accordance with Section 7.3 (Elective Officers and Agencies) of this Charter. 

Section 3.3 General Powers and Duties  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

(a) The Board of Selectmen shall have the powers which, at the effective date of this Charter, were 
conferred by the Connecticut Constitution and Connecticut General Statutes on Boards of Selectmen 
including the powers:  

1) to enact, amend and repeal ordinances or amendments adopted in accordance with this 
Charter;  

2) to create such other Town agencies as may or shall be required from time to time by 
applicable Connecticut General Statutes. Unless otherwise governed by Connecticut General 
Statutes, the Board of Selectmen may create, with Town Meeting approval, such other Town 

Comment [RS2]: Appointments??? 
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agencies as the Board of Selectmen and the Town Meeting may determine are necessary or 
proper for the general welfare of the Town;  

3) by resolution, to enter into agreements with the Commissioner of Transportation of the 
State of Connecticut pursuant to Section 13a-175bof the Connecticut General Statutes;  

4) in adopting ordinances, to incorporate any nationally recognized code, rules or regulations 
that have been printed, or any portion thereof, by reference thereto in such ordinance; 
provided upon adoption of any such ordinance wherein such code, rules or regulations or 
portions thereof have been incorporated by reference, there shall be filed two copies of 
such code, rules or regulations in the office of the Town Clerk and the Public Library for 
inspection and copying by the public at reasonable hours in lieu of any other form of 
required publication;  

5) by resolution to regulate the internal procedure of agencies except to the extent governed 
by Connecticut General Statutes;  

6) to fix the charges, if any, to be made for services rendered by the Town;  

7) to obtain bonds for such offices or officials as are to be bonded by applicable Connecticut 
General Statute or this Charter; and  

8) to exercise legislative powers consistent with this Charter.  

(b) The Board of Selectmen shall have the duties which, at the effective date of this Charter, were 
conferred by the Connecticut Constitution and Connecticut General Statutes on Boards of Selectmen 
including the following duties:  

1) The Board of Selectmen shall cause the First Selectman and any administrator serving in a 
capacity with delegated authority authorized by the Board of Selectmen, such as a Town 
Administrator, and all agencies to abide by a formal bid and purchase procedure as may be 
adopted by the Board of Selectmen from time to time. (This does not include the Chester 
Board of Education Budget and the Region 4 Board of Education Budget.) The procedure for 
evaluation shall include other criteria in addition to cost and including technical merit. 
Except when competitive bidding is required by Section 7.4 of Article 7 of this Charter, the 
Board of Selectmen may waive the requirement for competitive bidding, when in its 
opinion, the circumstances of a particular case and the best interests of the Town are best 
served by a waiver. To achieve this waiver, a motion must be made and unanimously passed 
at a regular Board of Selectmen's meeting and so recorded in the minutes of that meeting.  

2) The Board of Selectmen shall establish and maintain current personnel policies and job 
descriptions for all hired positions within the Town, with the exception of personnel 
positions under the governance of the Board of Education and supervise the hiring and 
dismissal of all such full-time or part-time personnel needed to operate the Town in an 
efficient and appropriate manner.  

3) The Board of Selectmen shall be responsible for acting on behalf of the Town in applying for 
grants, aid, or other funds for which the Town may be eligible, provided that any application 
expense can be charged to an existing line item of the applicable Annual Town Budget. Prior 
Town Meeting approval shall be required if any application expense cannot be so charged. 
Town Meeting approval shall also be required for acceptance and appropriation in 
accordance with Section 9.11 of Article 9 of this Charter of any award granted unless the 
amount of the grant is less than 0.25 mills of the most recent grand list of the Town, in 
which event the Board of Selectmen may accept and appropriate the grant funds in 
accordance with Section 9.11 of Article 9 of this Charter.  

Comment [RS3]: review 
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4) The Board of Selectmen shall use their administrative and legislative powers under this 
Charter to maintain a constant concern for the general good and welfare of the community. 

ALTERNATIVE 

From Granby 

Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the Board of Selectmen shall have the powers and duties 
conferred by the general and special laws of the state upon the Board of Selectmen of the Town. Except 
as otherwise provided in this Charter, the legislative power of the Town shall be vested in the Board of 
Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen shall have the power to enact, amend or repeal ordinances and 
resolutions not inconsistent with this Charter or the General Statutes of the state providing for the 
preservation of good order, peace, health and safety of the Town and its inhabitants; create or abolish 
by ordinance boards, commissions, departments or offices except those provided for in this Charter; and 
establish by resolution such study, advisory or consulting committees as the Board may determine to be 
necessary or appropriate for the general welfare of the Town. The Board of Selectmen is authorized in 
adopting ordinances to incorporate any nationally recognized code, rules and regulations that have been 
printed in book form, or any code officially adopted by any administrative agency of the state, or any 
portion thereof, by reference thereto in such ordinance; provided, upon adoption of any such ordinance 
wherein any such code, rules and regulations or portions thereof have been incorporated by reference, 
there shall be maintained two copies of such code, rules and regulations in the office of the Town Clerk 
for examination by the public. The Board of Selectmen may contract for service and the use of facilities 
of the United States or any federal agency, the State of Connecticut and any political sub-division 
thereof, or may, by agreement, join with such political subdivisions to provide services and facilities. The 
Board of Selectmen shall consider and endorse a plan of conservation and development in accordance 
with General Statutes. 
 

Section 3.4 Procedure  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

(a) At its first meeting following each biennial Town Election, the Board of Selectmen shall fix the time 
and place of its regular meetings and provide a method for the calling of special meetings. It shall, 
by resolution, determine its own rules of procedure, except that each Selectman shall be able to 
make a motion or offer a proposal which shall be considered by the Board of Selectmen without the 
necessity of a seconding motion and all motions must be approved by a majority vote unless 
otherwise required by Charter or applicable law. The Board will elect a Deputy Selectman who will 
preside over meetings in the absence of the First Selectman. All meetings of the Board of Selectmen 
for the transaction of business, other than executive sessions, shall be open to the public. The votes 
of each member shall be recorded at the session at which they occur and reported in the minutes of 
such meeting. Three members shall constitute a quorum. No action except a vote to adjourn or fix 
the time and place of the next meeting, shall be adopted without a quorum present.  

(b) Except as otherwise provided by the Connecticut General Statutes or this Charter, no action shall be 
taken by the Board of Selectmen unless a majority of its members present at a duly convened 
meeting votes in favor of such action; provided, however, that any action regarding the adoption, 
amendment or repeal of ordinances shall require an affirmative vote of four members of the Board 
of Selectmen at a duly convened meeting. 

ALTERNATIVE 

From Granby 

Comment [RS6]: REVIEW 
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The Board of Selectmen shall fix the time and place of its regular meetings and provide a method for the 
calling of special meetings. It shall determine its own rules of procedure. Three members shall constitute 
a quorum; however, no motion, ordinance, resolution or otherwise, except to adjourn or to fix the time 
and place of its meeting, shall be adopted by less than three affirmative votes. 
 

Section 3.5 Public Hearing on and Publication of Ordinances  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

(a) At least one public hearing, notice of which shall be given at least five (5) days in advance by 
publication in a newspaper having a general circulation in the Town or by other means approved for 
such purposes by any applicable Connecticut General Statute and by posting a notice in a public 
forum, shall be held by the Board of Selectmen before any ordinance shall be passed by them.  

(b) Every ordinance, after passage, shall be recorded by the Town Clerk in a manner which shall be 
properly indexed or codified, and available for inspection and copying by the public at reasonable 
hours. Within ten days after final passage, a summary of each ordinance shall be published once in 
its entirety in a newspaper having circulation within the Town or by other means approved for such 
purposes by any applicable Connecticut General Statute, unless as provided in Section 7-157(b) of 
the Connecticut General Statutes, the full text of such ordinance is required to be published.  

(c) Every ordinance, unless it shall specify a later date, shall become effective on the twenty-first day 
after such publication following its final passage except as may otherwise be provided in Section 2.6 
or 2.7 of Article 2 of this Charter. 

Section 3.6 Emergency Ordinances  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

An ordinance adopted by the Board of Selectmen as a public emergency measure and stating the facts 
constituting such public emergency shall become effective immediately and shall be published, unless 
due to the nature of any such emergency prompt publication is not possible, in a newspaper having a 
general circulation in the Town or by other means approved for such purposes by any applicable state 
law, regulation or order and by posting a notice in a public forum as soon as possible thereafter. No 
public hearing or notice of public hearing shall be required for any public emergency ordinance.  

Every such emergency ordinance, including any amendments thereto, shall automatically stand repealed 
at the termination of the sixty-first day following passage of said ordinance. Except that if the 
emergency continues, the Board of Selectmen may continue said ordinance for an additional period not 
to exceed sixty days by timely publishing and posting notice of such extension in the manner provided 
above.  

Section 3.7 Coordination  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

The Board of Selectmen, through the First Selectman and/or Town Administratoror any such other 
administrator with delegated authority authorized by the Board of Selectmen, shall coordinate the 
activities and operations of the Town government and may convene joint meetings of Town agencies for 
such purposes, and may require such reports or information to be submitted by the agencies as the 
Board of Selectmen may deem necessary for such purposes. 
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ALTERNATIVE 

From Granby 

The Board of Selectmen may, at its discretion, convene any or all Town officials, boards, commissions or 
committees to review, plan or coordinate activities and operations of Town government, and may 
require reports to be submitted to it from all appointed boards and commissions. At any such meeting 
the public may submit suggestions and comments for consideration by the appropriate official, board, 
commission or committee. 
 
Section 3.8 Oath of Officers  

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

The Board of Selectmen shall, forthwith, after the election or appointment of any Town officers of 
whom an oath is required by law, cause such officers to be sworn to a faithful discharge of their 
respective duties. The Board of Selectmen shall see that notice of election or appointment of Town 
officers shall be in written form indicating if oath is needed, as well as the time and location of the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of any appropriate agency. 
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ELECTIONS 
Section 6.1General 

SUGGESTED 

From Granby & Columbia – with C) from Columbia 

a) Nomination and election of state and federal officers, state senators and representatives and such 
elective Town officers, boards and commissions as are provided for in this Charter shall be 
conducted, and the Registrars of Voters shall prepare lists of electors qualified to vote therefore, in 
the manner prescribed in the Constitution and the general and special laws of the state applicable to 
the Town, except as hereinafter provided. 

b) Regular Town elections shall take place on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of 
each odd numbered year.  

c) Special Town Elections may be called from time to time in accordance with the Connecticut General 
Statutes. 

 
Section 6.2Minority Representation 

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

Minority representation on any board, commission, or similar body whether elective or appointive of 
the Town shall be determined in accordance with the table below, except for the Town’s elected 
members of the Board of Education of Regional School District Number 4 whereas in accordance with 
Section 10-46(c), Section 9-167(a) shall not apply: 
 

Column I 
Total Membership 

 Column II 
Maximum from one Party 

3  2 
4  3 
5  3 
6  4 
7  4 
8  5 
9  6 

More than 9  Two-Thirds of Total Membership 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that (i) a vacancy shall occur, after an election, if applicable, 
and continue to exist for a period of not less than ninety (90) consecutive days on any agency other than 
the Board of Selectmen, and (ii) one party has the maximum allowable number of members on the 
agency and the vacancy is for one of the positions to be filled by an elector who is not enrolled in such 



 
party, and (iii) the other major party has not proposed an individual of any party to fill such vacancy, 
then such vacancy may be filled by the Board of Selectmen or the applicable agency, acting in 
accordance with Section 6.5 of this Charter, with any elector, including one who is enrolled in the party 
already having with the maximum number of allowable members on such agency, provided that such 
appointment would not cause the maximum number of members of such party to exceed the number 
permitted under Section 9-167a of the General Statutes. 

 

Section 6.3Eligibility for Office 

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

Only a person who is, at the time of his/her election, an Elector, shall be eligible for election to any Town 
office, and any person ceasing to be an elector shall thereupon automatically cease to hold elective 
office in the Town.   

 

Section 6.4Breaking a Tie 

SUGGESTED 

From Columbia 

When any regular or special Town election for a Town officer results in a tie, a special election shall be 
conducted to determine who shall be elected. Said special election shall be called by the Board of 
Selectmen and held on such date as is required by Section 9-332 of the General Statutes after the 
election which resulted in a tie and shall be confined to the tied candidates. Any election equipment, 
software, voting methodology or initial records thereof, the use or results of which are not subject to 
legal dispute may be used in said special election. If necessary, the Board of Selectmen, or applicable 
court order, may direct the use of paper ballots. 

 

SECTION 6.5Vacancies 

SUGGESTED 

From Hebron 

a) Any vacancy arising in any elective office or Town Agency shall be filled in accordance with this 
Section 6.5following the date of notice to the Town Clerk and acceptance of any resignation or the 
determination by the Board of Selectmen of such vacancy. Any such appointment shall be made by 
vote of the Board of Selectmen and shall be for the unexpired portion of the termor until the next 
biennial election, whichever first occurs. 

b) In filling vacancies the Board of Selectmen shall solicit nominations for such vacancies from the 
political parties as well as from the general public. No appointment shall be made before 35 days 
after notification from the Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen in filling vacancies shall have 
the final authority in deciding whom to appoint to fill any vacancy.   

c) Any vacancy in the elected members of the Board of Education of Regional School District Number 4 
shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Selectmen in accordance with Special Act 199 – An 
Act Concerning the Election of the Board of Education of Regional School District Number 4 at Town 
Elections of the Connecticut General Assembly and the provisions of this Section 6.5. 
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