Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, March 18, 2009
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, March 18, 2009, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance and seated were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Member Fire Chief Charles Greeney Jr. was also present as was Recording Secretary Judith Brown.

Item 1 - Approval of February 18, 2009 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to approve February 18, 2009 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Zanardi, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 - Audience of Citizens - none.

Item 3 - Report of Fire Marshal - none.

Item 4 - Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney reviewed the calls for the past month.  The Chief was asked what a "good service" call was.  He replied it was good intent to help someone.  The Chief noted calls have been pretty steady.  

Item 5 - Report of First Selectman - none.

Item 6 - Report of Emergency Management Director

Emergency Management Director Severance summarized a recent meeting he had regarding the Regional Spending Plan.  He reviewed the 2007 and 2008 Spending Plans.  Severance noted they are trying to get funds reinstated for Public Works equipment and need the support of the Lower Valley Selectmen's Association.  Communications and infrastructure funds were reviewed.  Severance indicated this year's grant money must be spent by the end of December.  

Item 7 - Financial Report

(a) 2008-2009 Budget

Chief Greeney noted this year's budget is doing fine.  The final payment was made for the new fire truck.  

(b) 2009-2010 Budget

Chief Greeney and Commissioner Schreiber will attend the Board of Finance meeting tomorrow night.  The BOF will be reviewing just the Operating Budget at that time.  The 2009-2010 Budget is actually less than last year.

Item 8 - Old Business

(a) Emergency Management Grant Equipment Wish List

Chairman Severance noted the LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) met to discuss grant monies.  There is a grant that is effective from October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010.  Unfortunately that is out of sync with the Town fiscal year of July 1 through June 30.  Severance explained there are 3 grants ($6000, $5000 and $2500) that started as of October 1, 2008 that need to be spent by the end of this year.  This money probably can't be spent until after the start of the new fiscal year of July 1, 2009.  Severance reviewed expenses and revenues.

Item 9 - New Business

It was noted a farmer's market is being proposed for the summer.  If approved, this would shut down Main Street every Sunday from May to November between 9 AM and 1 PM.  Commissioner Janecek raised the issue of traffic concerns.  Commissioner Zanardi raised the issue of parking concerns.  It was also noted the closing of the Route 154 bridge by the State is a major problem as emergency vehicles will now have to go to Deep River and come back if Main Street is blocked.  Chief Greeney noted his concern with emergency vehicles serving residents on the other side of Town and noted this Board should voice its concern regarding public safety.  It was noted the proposal is to shut down Main Street totally from the flag pole to Water Street, and with the Route 154 Bridge closed, that is a problem.  Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, that the Chairman write a letter to the First Selectman indicating proposed plans to close Main Street in Chester Center every Sunday during the summer months poses a significant threat to public safety.  Voting in favor - Zanardi, Schreiber, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 10 - Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to adjourn at 8:15 PM.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Janecek, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
