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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, June 17, 2009, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, John Divis, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-officio member Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. was also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM.

Item 1 - Approval of May 21, 2009 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve May 21, 2009 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor - Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 - Audience of Citizens - none.

Item 3 - Report of Fire Marshal - none.

Item 4 - Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted the Hose Company bought a GPS radar system and installed it on the boat.

The Chief noted the Water Company has been keeping him updated on the progress of the water main replacement project.  

Everything else has been pretty quiet.

With regard to the Farmer's Market, Chief Greeney noted Deputy Chief Grzybowski attended the first day of the Market held last Sunday morning.  There were 3 main concerns - car parked headed the wrong way near Spring Street, items were being sold on the sidewalk making people walk in the road to get by and there was a van parked going the wrong way in front of The Pattaconk.  These items should all be addressed.  Parking was reviewed.  It was noted this appeared to be more of a street fair than a Farmer's Market.  Motion by Divis, second by Janecek, that the Chairman communicate with the Board of Selectmen relative to these 3 items that need to be addressed having to do with the Farmer's Market.  Discussion followed.  It was also suggested the Constable on duty might take a more active role in controlling traffic and keeping people on the sidewalk.  People need to use the crosswalk when crossing the road and not just meander out into traffic crossing wherever they want to.  SO VOTED.

Item 5 - Report of First Selectman - none

Item 6 - Report of Emergency Management Director

It was noted the Hose Company received the money back from the Town as reviewed at the last meeting.  Chairman Severance noted he has received written approval for installation of the new radios in Public Works vehicles.  The next round of grant money will start October 1st and the same amount of money should be available as the last time.  


Chairman Severance noted there needs to be two exercises for the Emergency Operations Center.  He would like one to be a local hurricane exercise.  

Chairman Severance noted the pandemic alert has been raised to Phase 6.

Item 7 - Financial Report

(a) 2008-2009 Budget

Chief Greeney noted all line items are fine.  There are only two more weeks left in the fiscal year and they won't go over the budget.

(b) 2009-2010 Budget

Chief Greeney noted nothing has been spent yet out of the upcoming fiscal year budget.

Item 8 - Old Business - none.

Item 9 - New Business

Rick Schreiber asked Chief Greeney is he had been contacted by anyone from Old Lyme relative to an event being held at High Hopes.  Chief Greeney noted someone from Old Lyme was going to get back to him relative to details of an event to be held on September 12th at High Hopes, but he has not heard anything yet. 

Chairman Severance noted he would like to hold an exercise in August to do an Emergency Operations Center test of the radios.  This should be coordinated with John Divis, Resident Trooper Adam Brown and Dr. Kotrady.  Severance will coordinate the set up of this exercise.  

Item 10 - Adjournment

Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, to adjourn at 8:05 PM.  Voting in favor - Zanardi, Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

