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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, June 16, 2010, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance and seated were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Member Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. was also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

Item 1.  Approval of May 19, 2010 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to approve May 19, 2010 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Zanardi, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2.  Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3.  Report of Fire Marshal – none.

Item 4.  Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted they have been very busy with medical calls.  There was a recent garage fire on Bishop Road.  That same evening there were 8 garage fires in Connecticut due to lightning strikes.  

Chief Greeney noted the boat should be in the water this weekend.

Chief Greeney noted the siren out back doesn't blow, but they are working on getting it fixed.

Chief Greeney noted the Fire Marshal's pager has been modified and returned to him.  He hasn't heard back from the Fire Marshal so assumes it is working properly.

Item 5.  Report of First Selectman 

Chairman Severance noted First Selectman Marsh has advised the projected start date for the Water Street Bridge is May 2011.  First Selectman Marsh is meeting with State representatives on Friday and will pass along any questions or concerns.  It was noted the waterhole project should definitely be in the design.  

Item 6.  Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reviewed his recent meeting with FEMA representatives and how they are going to settle and allocate Chester's damage assessments.  He explained the difference between permanent and emergency work.  The repair of Dock Road was reviewed.

Item 7.  Financial Report


(a) 2009-2010 Budget

Chief Greeney noted everything still looks okay for fiscal year 2009-2010.


(b) 2010-2011 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the 2010-2011 fiscal year budget was passed.

Item 8.  Old Business


(a) Fire House Expansion

Chief Greeney noted things are moving along.  There was a slight problem with the foam insulation under the concrete.  The pillars are being set this evening.  They will be ready to pour concrete probably right after July 4th.  

Chief Greeney reported on fund raising.  They are currently at over $31,000.  They are still working on putting together the buy a brick program.


(b) Water Street Bridge, Waterhole Project – discussed earlier.


(c)  Marine Emergency Exercise – this item can be removed from the agenda.


(d) March 2010 Disaster – discussed earlier.

Item 9.  New Business


(a) Farmer's Market

Chief Greeney indicated he didn't see any problems with the Farmer's Market.  His only thought was perhaps once the Route 154 Bridge opens on June 25th, maybe Main Street should be shut down during the Farmer's Market, but certainly not before the bridge opens.  Charlene Janecek noted Maple Street would have to be left open with no parking if Main Street is closed.

Peter Zanardi noted he was advised people are now using the crosswalk.  He also noted there should be a police presence every Sunday during the Farmer's Market.

Item 10.  Adjournment

Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, to adjourn at 8:05 PM.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Schreiber, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.  

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
