Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, July 21, 2010
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, July 21, 2010, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester.  In attendance and seated were Joel Severance, Richard Schreiber, Charlene Janecek and John Divis.  Ex-Officio members Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Deputy Chief James Gryzbowski and Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli were also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1 – Approval of June 16, 2010 Minutes

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to approve June 16, 2010 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2 – Audience of Citizens – no one was present.

Item 3 – Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Bernard Negrelli reported on monthly inspections which included the Norma Terris Theatre, United Church of Chester and L & E Restaurant.  There was one blasting permit and two burning permits.  

Fire Marshal Negrelli noted there were no fireworks this year in Chester, however, Lyme will be having fireworks this weekend.  Chief Greeney noted the barge will be going out there and the fireworks will be from the Lyme side of the Connecticut River.  The fireworks will arrive at 4:30 in Lyme, be put on a skip and brought out to the barge.  Greeney noted there will be nothing in Chester.  Chief Greeney will be in charge of operations.  There will be 5 boats in total.

Fire Marshal Negrelli noted the Guest House had asked if there was some kind of permit for campfires.  After contacting someone in Hartford it was determined campfires do not require a permit and there is no fee.  The Guest House has agreed to a small campfire (4 to 5' in a circle), the fire hose will be charged all the time and they will notify Valley Shore when they wish to do this.  Negrelli indicated he also advised the First Selectman and Resident Trooper about the campfires.   Chief Greeney asked if the fire pump was running at the Guest House.  Negrelli replied yes, it was running when he was there.  He also noted when the State says no, they will not be allowed to have a campfire.

Fire Marshal Negrelli noted fire marshals are once again inspecting gas docks at all marinas.  Chairman Severance asked if there were new guidelines in place for these inspections.  Negrelli replied yes and he hasn't quite finished reading through them yet.

Fire Marshal Negrelli noted he met with the new maintenance man at Chesterfields.  They did a walk through of the facility.  All records are up to date and everything is good there.  

Chairman Severance asked for a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel.  Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to go into Executive Session at 7:40 PM for the purpose of discussing personnel.  All members including ex-officio members and recording secretary were present.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.  The Board came out of Executive Session at 7:55 PM.  No action was taken during Executive Session.

Item 4 – Report of Fire Chief

Fire Chief Greeney reiterated there will be fireworks on July 24th for a wedding across the River.  The boats will be in the river channel.  Everything is from the other side of the river.  No fireworks on this side.  There will be lots of security.   The Chester Hose Company will receive a donation for their participation.

Chief Greeney noted they participated in the Groton Fest, everything went fine.

Chairman Severance noted the EMS Plans are in the process of being updated.  There was a brief discussion regarding mass casualty events.

Item 5 – Report of First Selectman – no report was presented.

Item 6 – Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reported he received notification that 25 of the 50 applications for generators for EOC's have been awarded.  The list has not been published yet.  Some have been awarded for Region 2 but it is not known yet who they are.  Three religious organizations applied for generators in Chester.  

Chairman Severance noted the EMD Funding has been sent out for next year, but hasn't been received yet.  The reporting procedures have been tightened up for the funding requirements.  

Item 7 – Financial Report


(a) 2009/2010 Budget – this agenda item can now be deleted.


(b) 2010/2011 Budget

Chief Greeney noted they have been researching for a new accountability system.  They have come up with a card reader system that is compatible with Salamander.  It must be able to upload the data to the State Salamander System.  Chairman Severance cautioned Chief Greeney about not spending any money just yet on the Salamander System.  The question remains – who will get master keys and where will the data be stored.  This will eventually be mandatory throughout the State and Country.

Item 8 – Old Business


(a) Fire House Expansion

Chief Greeney noted they will probably be ready to pour next week.  They are working on the heating pipes.  


(b) Water Street Bridge, Waterhole Project

Chairman Severance noted this project will probably be done in the winter of 2011/2012.  The bridge in the center of town will probably be moved out to 2015.


(c) March 2010 Disaster

Chairman Severance noted the Town of Chester has been approved for a $25,000 reimbursement of which the Town will receive 75 percent.  The money has already been appropriated from Washington.  Within 48 hours a check was sent to NIMS and they forwarded a check to Chester in the amount of $18,770.64.

This item can now be removed from the Agenda.


(d) Farmer's Market

Chief Greeney suggested the Town consider shutting down Main Street during the Farmer's Market.  It is too dangerous to keep it open with people just walking across the street and not looking.  Chairman Severance noted he drove through the area last Sunday and people just don't look left or right.  They just walk out right in front of the vehicles.  Chief Greeney reiterated that now the Route 154 bridge is open, the Town should look at shutting down Main Street during this event.  Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, that the Chairman communicate with the Board of Selectmen that they re-evaluate their position to not close down Main Street during the Farmer's Market because the Board of Fire Commissioners has a serious public safety concern with people disregarding traffic coming through.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 9 – New Business

Chief Greeney noted the Chester Hose Company held an Election of Officers and everyone stayed the same as last year.  

Chief Greeney noted the Energy Grant is going forward and new garage doors have been ordered.

Item 10 – Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

