THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting

October 16, 2007
CALL TO ORDER

The Chester Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting on October 16, 2007 at the Chester Town Hall, Chester, CT.  In attendance were First Selectman Tom Marsh, Selectman Bruce Watrous and Selectman Martin Heft.  First Selectman Marsh called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  Also in attendance:  Resident Trooper Adam Brown and Virgil Lloyd of Fuss & O’Neill.
MINUTES

Bruce Watrous moved to accept the minutes from the October 2, 2007 meeting, with corrections.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Corrections:
Martin suggested adding more details regarding John Bennett’s letter on the processes as well as more details to the BOF September 10th meeting votes.
Martin added that the discussion at the 9/10/07 BOF meeting needs clarification.  Also, with regard to John Bennett’s letter of 9/19, he noted that the BOF voted before the BOS.

Tom Marsh reported that at meetings transcribed by both Suzanne Helchowski and Ruth Zabron, audience members have become concerned about the accuracy of their statements.  Tom indicated to both Suzanne and Ruth, to be as accurate as possible during the audience sections.  His direction resulted in the long/verbatim Audience sections.
Page 3 – Under Roads Section – change to Old Colony from Old County.

BUSINESS

Police Staffing
Tom Marsh reported that the town has been advertising for the Full Time Constable position.  A number of applications have been received and the process continues.
Trooper Brown reported that as of the closing date of 10/15/07, 6 applications have been received.  They are all certified officers.  After a brief review, Adam stated that they all have different levels of experience and he feels this is a good group of applicants.

He reported that the next step in the process is to set up/compose a written exam as well as interview questions.  He suggested the use of a panel for the interview questions and Adam requested representation from the BOS, the citizens/community and a trooper on this panel.  The BOS discussed possible representatives for this panel and appointments will be made, hopefully, by the next BOS meeting.  
After the written and oral exams, Adam suggests sending the applicant for a physical fitness test.  The next phase is an in depth background check.  Following the background check, the applicant is sent on for a psychological review.  The final determination can be made after all of the tests are complete and a start date is anticipated for the early part of next year.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Harbor Management
Tom Marsh reported that 3 positions on the Harbor Management Commission expired on 10/3/07.  Tom notified Joel Severance that his term was up and he responded that he is still interested in his position.  Tom stated that he has not received any input from the Town Committees regarding the other two open positions on Harbor Management.  
Martin Heft moved to accept Joel Severance for the Harbor Management Commission with a term to expire 10/3/11.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
OTHER BUSINESS
Bridge Update
Tom reported that the site work is underway at the Wig Hill site.  He reported that the superstructure was delivered to the town garage.  The next step is to assemble the guardrails to the outside portions of the bridge.  This will be done at the town garage and the segments of the bridge will be moved to the site.  

The determining factor on the timing is the curing of the cement.   Tom stated that there was also some difficulty in finding a contractor to attach the guardrail to the 148 side of the bridge.  The difficulty is that the stone wall cannot be disturbed and hand digging will be required to place the posts. Tom reported that the materials for the guardrail have been ordered.

Tom reported that the expenditures are at approximately $180,000.00 and there is about $105,000 - $110,000 in the line item.  

Dock Road – Tom reported that he was expecting an update from Jacobson on the Dock Road Bridge.  He has not yet received.  Per a conversation on Friday, Jacobson is currently finishing the design of a temporary bridge.  They are tracking the permit through OLISP.  We expect the permit at the end of the month.  

Roads Update
Tom Marsh reported the John Divis was unable to attend the meeting.  Tom reported that both Hickory Hill and Pelton Hill are complete and the crew is currently working on School Lane.

Tom noted that Al Warner has been a good addition to the Road Committee.  He has been providing his expertise to the process. 

Tom stated that the School Lane drainage issues have addressed.

Future paving projects include Castle View.  
Town Meeting Call
Three items were provided for the meeting call including:

· To accept the amount of $111,011.00 from the State of Connecticut LOCIP grant program.  This is pending approval from the BOF at their Thursday, October 18, 2007 meeting.  (Wig Hill Road and Dock Road bridge projects)

Martin Heft reported that the figure presented is different from the figure discussed previously.  He stated that the original figure was $92,815.19.  Tom stated that the $92,815.19 is for specific items that had been submitted to the state for approval of payment.   He reported that we received approval for those items and the figure presented today is to release the entire sum thus eliminating the need to ask again in the future.

Martin Heft moved to recommend the use of $111,011.00 from the State of Connecticut LOCIP Grant program for the repairs of Wig Hill Road and Dock Road bridges.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

The second item for the call is:

· To authorize the expenditure of the sum of $35,000.00 from Capital Reserve line item 20-00-31-0000-207 Dock Road Improvements for the temporary replacement of the Dock Road Bridge.

Tom reported that this is the total value currently in the Capital Budget assigned to Dock Road.  These funds can be used for engineering costs and temporary replacement for the bridge.

Martin Heft moved to authorize the expenditure of the sum of $35,000.00 from Capital Reserve line item 20-00-31-0000-207 Dock Road Improvements for the temporary replacement of the Dock Road Bridge.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

The final item for the call is:
· To authorize the expenditure of the sum of $80,962.00 from Account Highway Equipment, No. 20-00-29-0000-030 for the purchase of a Ford F550 work truck.

Included in the BOS packet was information on a new truck.

The new truck would allow for interchanging different attachments.  This would be beneficial in the time spent in early spring and late fall due to weather conditions (changing truck for possible snow).

Tom reported that the current plan is to keep the current truck.  Tom is aware of the storage situation on several town vehicles.

Bruce Watrous moved to authorize the expenditure of the sum of $80,962.00 from Account Highway Equipment, No. 20-00-29-0000-030 for the purchase of a Ford F550 work truck.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Bruce Watrous moved to approve the Call for the Town Meeting as presented.  The meeting is scheduled for November 13, 1007.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Proclamation
Tom Marsh reported on a proclamation received for State of Israel Bond Day.  

Bruce Watrous moved to declare October 21, 2007 State of Israel Bond Day.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Dam Repairs
Martin Heft requested the status of DEP permits for Straits Road and Scribner Pond.  

Tom reported that the permits have been received.  He stated that Joe Dillon has been working on same.  

Martin added that these areas are not insured by the town until they are repaired.  

Tom will follow up with Joe Dillon.

Letter
Martin Heft distributed a letter regarding WPCA issues.  He also reported on election enforcement complaints that have been filed.

Review paid for by Isaac Ruiz

Tom Marsh reported that there was discussion at the Town Meeting on the review.  The review was not appropriately signed by an engineer (no credentials).  Tom did receive an updated copy including the engineer’s credentials.

Bruce Watrous added that “Nate” informed him that there were errors in the calculations.  

Tom Marsh reported that Ed Ward requested the author of the above document be present at the WPCA meeting.  This gentleman can be present and he requested the questions be submitted, in writing, by noon on 10/16/07.  Tom continued that the members of the WPCA are in agreement with the stipulation that they will not be limited to those questions.  

Tom reported that Brian Curtis has confirmed his attendance and Tom expects representation from Fuss & O’Neill as well.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS

None.
ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
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