THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting

November 8, 2007
CALL TO ORDER

The Chester Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting on November 8, 2007 at the Chester Town Hall, Chester, CT.  In attendance were First Selectman Tom Marsh, Selectman Bruce Watrous and Selectman Martin Heft.  First Selectman Marsh called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  
MINUTES

Bruce Watrous moved to accept the minutes from the October 16, 2007 meeting, with corrections.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Corrections: Page 1 – Under Corrections:  should read change to Old County from Old Colony.
BUSINESS

Police Staffing
Tom Marsh reported that Adam Brown has completed the format of the oral and written exams.  Kyle Seagull has been contacted to see if he is willing to serve.  He is interested.  Tom reported that there are six candidates to be tested.  The plan is to have 3 candidates go through the testing on Friday, November 30th and 3 candidates to be tested on Friday, December 14th.  The testing would be from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Both the written and oral tests would be administered on the same day.

Tom stated that Dave Cohen also expressed interest in serving on the Board.  Tom indicated to Dave that if Kyle was not interested, he would be called.  The Board currently consists of Adam, Tom and Kyle.

The intent is to have an individual on board in the January/February timeframe.

The Committee is authorized to make the decision on the police staffing.

Truck Bid
Tom Marsh reported that a bid package has been sent out for the truck.  The invitation to bid as well as back up information was included in the BOS packet.  

Tom reported that the cab and chassis is coming through the State of Connecticut University system.  This bid is for the different components of the truck.

This purchase is contingent on the funding being available.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Harbor Management
The application to the Harbor Management position from Robert Bachand was received.  This is for a full term to expire 10/3/10.  This was submitted by Joel Severance.

Martin Heft moved to accept Robert Bachand for the Harbor Management Commission with a term to expire 10/3/10.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion and approved unanimously.

EDC
The application for the EDC position from Abbie Coderre was received.  This was the result of discussions at a Merchant’s meeting.  Pat Woomer submitted this application.

Martin Heft moved to accept Abbie Coderre for the EDC position with a term to expire 11/1/11.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Park and Rec
Two current members of the Park & Rec. commission terms have expired.  They are interested in serving again and no other submissions have been received.

Martin Heft moved to re-appoint both Sam Lindberg and Susan Hotkowski to the Park & Rec. Commission with terms to expire 11/1/10.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Martin Heft reported that the Library Board is interested in putting in a request for Dawn Williams to serve on their Board.  Unfortunately, Dawn Williams has declined.  She did inform the Library of same.
OTHER BUSINESS
Bridge Update
Tom reported that the bridge has been assembled at the garage.  A representative from the bridge manufacturer will be in next week.  The bridge will be picked up at the town garage and transferred via flat bed truck across town.  There will be a crane on site and the bridge will be put into place on Wednesday, November 14, 2007.  The only outstanding issue is the installation of the guardrail on the 148 side of the bridge.  When the bid was put out, it held the contractor liable for the stone wall; therefore, no one was interested in bidding.  At a recent site meeting, Howard Frommer reported that a test trench was dug one year ago.  This test went along the wall and nothing besides small stones and rubble was encountered.  Alternatives are still being discussed.
Tom reported that the guardrail has been purchased (“rusty finish”).  The town meeting for the funding is scheduled for Tuesday, November 13th.

Tom Marsh reported that the Dock Road bids for removal, installation and work on the abutments have been awarded.  Parker Construction received all three bids.  They will begin on the abutments in the near future.  Removal is tentatively scheduled for the second week of December.  This is contingent upon the funding.

Due to frequent fuel deliveries, Tom reported that crane mats will be placed on the bridge

to increase the load capacity.  There are two year round families in the area.

A summary of the bids will be provided per Martin’s request.  The figures for the product 

list for the lumber has not yet been received.

Chester Hose Company
A list of the firefighters due the tax exemption was included in the BOS packet.  From the first year of service, they are entitled to $700.  After ten years, they are entitled to $1,000.00.

Bruce Watrous moved to approve the firefighters as presented.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Letter from Lori Ann Clymas
Tom reported that a letter to the Editor submitted by Lori Ann Clymas created discussion around the office.  In particular the line “…he instructs the Secretary on what to put in the official posted meeting minutes.”  He stated that this comment was “disturbing”.  At no time are the minutes controlled or falsified.  Tom reported that to his knowledge, Ms. Clymas did not listen to any of the meeting tapes.  Tom stated that he did purchase a tape dubbing machine ($150) to enable residents to copy any of the meeting tapes.

There was some discussion regarding possible costs for dubbing.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS

None.
ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
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