THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

Board of Selectmen Special Meeting

February 22, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

The Chester Board of Selectmen held a special meeting on February 22, 2008 at the Chester Town Hall, Chester, CT.  In attendance were First Selectman Tom Marsh, Selectman Bruce Watrous and Selectman Martin Heft.  First Selectman Marsh called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
MINUTES

Martin Heft moved to accept the minutes from the January 15, 2008 meeting with corrections.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

The corrections include:

Page 1 - should read paragraph 4 not paragraph 5 – change the name “John” to Town Attorney.

Page 3 – should be paragraph 5 not paragraph 6 – Note that Bruce Watrous made the motion and Martin Heft seconded same.

Page 2 – Note that Bruce Watrous moved to appoint Jerry LeMark as Tree Warden and Martin Heft seconded same.

BUSINESS

Police Staffing Update
Tom Marsh reported that a second ad ran in the paper for both a certified and non-certified police constable.  Approximately 6 applicants were received and most were non-certified.  After conducing interviews, Mr. Steven Redente proved to be a strong candidate.  However, he is non-certified.  He is an East Haven resident.  The oral board unanimously decided on Mr. Redente.  The next phase of the procedure is the psychological evaluation.  The next class at the academy begins in July.
Town Hall Staffing
Tom Marsh reported that Marilyn issued her resignation on Friday.  She accepted a position as the Assessor in Haddam.  Tom has discussed the situation with Pat.  The ramifications of this resignation as it pertains to the upcoming revaluation process were discussed.  Also, future staffing needs (Pat’s retirement and certified vs. non-certified) were discussed.

Tom reported that the budget packets include a number of people requesting increases which are beyond the cost of living increases as well as step increases.  Tom stated that the union contract does allow for an opportunity to discuss same with the First Selectman at some point during the contract.

Historical Marker in Village
Tom Marsh reported a sign manufacturer has been found to repair/renovate the sign for $1,000.00.  
DEP Proposal for Cedar Swamp Road and Pine Ledge Road
A letter from Emery Gluck was included in the BOS packet.  This letter expresses the DEP’s interest in controlling vehicle access on Cedar Swamp Road and Pine Ledge Road to minimize erosion and degradation to the wetlands and aquatic environment.  

Tom Marsh reported that he has spoken with Mr. Gluck in the past.  He had indicated a concern with the road usage in the area and a desire to protect the area.  Mr. Gluck’s proposal shows parking lots and gates.  Mr. Gluck indicated that he spoke to neighbors and they are in agreement with his plan.

Martin Heft expressed concern about fire protection with the use of rocks and stones.  He felt discussions with the fire department should be initiated.  

Tom indicated that any funding for such a project, at this time, is “sketchy”.  Tom reported that when touring the area with the road committee, the residents of the area were not interested in such a proposal; however, Mr. Gluck’s letter indicates that the residents were in favor.

Martin Heft suggested asking Mr. Gluck for the names of the residents he spoke to regarding the proposal.  Tom will follow up.

Fix of Assessments Ordinance
A copy of the Fix of Assessments Ordinance was included in the BOS packet.  Tom Marsh reported that he has had discussion with David Allen from Chester Village West.  Chester Village West is undertaking an expansion project and is interested in taking advantage of the Fix of Assessments resolution.  
Tom reported that the ordinance was written for a manufacturing facility.  Tom has spoken with John Bennett regarding the situation.  John feels that this ordinance is for a manufacturing facility.  Tom continued that the statute this is based on allows you to have such an ordinance for other uses but our ordinance was written for light manufacturing.  The BOS discussed the relevancy of the document as well as its potential revision/augmentation.

Martin Heft reported that the statutes changed after Chester’s was adopted in 1994.  Martin was in receipt of these changes.  

The BOS discussed the fact that Chester Village West is a major tax contributor to the town of Chester.  Tom reported that they have been very accommodating and interested in the town.  Tom felt that there is potential for significant expansion of services, not necessarily additional residences.  
Bruce Watrous reported on the upcoming revaluation process as it pertains to the ordinance in question.  
Tom will follow up and the BOS will discuss at a future meeting.

Emergency Management Grant
A letter outlining the award was included in the BOS packet.  Tom Marsh reported that he will meet later this morning regarding the grant.

2008 STEAP Grant Application
Tom Marsh distributed the STEAP Grant application for the Main Street project.  Tom has been working with Jacobson regarding the project. The costs and the parameters of the project were briefly discussed.

BOARD VACANCIES

Citation Hearing Officer
Martin Heft moved to appoint Elizabeth Perreault for the Citation Hearing Officer with a term to expire 11/17/09.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Library Board
Martin Heft moved to appoint Margot Calder as a Library Trustee; the term expires 11/17/09.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Board of Education
Martin Heft moved to appoint Charles A. Della Rocco to fill a vacancy on the Board of Education with a term to expire 11/8/11.  There was no second to this motion.
Martin Heft reported that the Town Committee can submit this application directly to the Board of Education.

Volunteer of the Month
Martin Heft moved to name Al Warner as the Volunteer of the Month.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Tom commented on the time Mr. Warner spent on the Wig Hill Bridge Project.  The Road Committee and the members of same were discussed.

Martin Heft moved to appoint Al Warner to the Road Committee.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Bruce Watrous moved to go into Executive Session at 9:00 a.m. to discuss legal matters.  Martin Heft seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Martin Heft moved to return to Regular Session at 9:10 a.m.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

No actions were taken during Executive Session.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Martin Heft moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 a.m.  Bruce Watrous seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
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