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A new and potentially serious threat to some of Connecticut’s most popular trees, forests, and even our landscapes is the Asian Longhorn Beetle, scientifically known as Anoplophora Glabripennis. Native to Asia, it is believed that the beetle arrived here in wooden packing crates from China. The beetle has been found in New York City, Long Island, as well as in Union and Middlesex counties in New Jersey. It's closest proximity to us in Chester, would be in Worcester, MA, where over 23,000 trees were removed between 2008 and 2009. In 2010 the Asian Beetle was responsible for the removal of an additional 3,304 trees. 

What types of trees do these beetles prefer? 

Trees favored by the beetle are primarily maples, but have also been discovered in Horse Chestnut, Poplars, Willows, Elms, Mulberry's, and black locusts. To date, there is no knows chemical or biological methods to control these beetles. In all cases of infection, the tree must be cut down and all the wood, including the stump, destroyed. 

What do the beetles look like? 

Mature insects are very large, 1-1/2 inches long with antennas up to 4"in length. They are shiny black beetles with white spots, long antennas, and are banded white and black. The beetle does have wings, but can only fly short distances because of their overall size and weight. 

How do the beetles harm a tree? 

The beetle is extremely destructive. The damage starts when the female lays her eggs under the bark layer of the tree. When the eggs hatch, the larva burrow deep into the tree to feed in the trees conducting vessels. The larva continued feeding causes structural defects that kill the cambial layer by girdling the tree. When the larva mature to adults, they burrow out of the tree leaving holes large enough to insert a ball point pen into. Heavy infestation of the beetle will kill healthy adult trees. 

When is the beetle most active? 

Adult beetles leave the tree from May through October with peak emergence in July. Tree infestation can be detected by the 3/8 to 3/4 inch exit hole found in the lower branches and crown of the tree. Sometimes sap and oozing can be seen from the exit holes along with sawdust or "frass" on the ground or on lower tree branches. 

How can a homeowner control the beetle? 

If you think the beetle is present in a tree in your yard, you should contact the DEP, Connecticut Department of Entomology, at the Connecticut Agriculture Experiment Station in New Haven immediately so they can contain the outbreak. Unfortunately, the only way to combat the beetles infestation is to destroy the tree. While cutting down a large tree is a tragedy, it is the only knows way to stop the spread of this menacing beetle. 
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